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within ten yards of where he is sitting. If not, he sits
in another place. Besides this, he appreciates a
knife and machete, and once in a while a little pot
of curare or other gadget to help him in his hunting.
And that's about all. Consequently he doesn't want
money; therefore he doesn't want to work.
No doubt there is quite a lot to be said for his
point of view. But in spite of this type of labour the
South American haciendiero is roundly criticised
by us northerners for laziness if he doesn't build
empires overnight.
As a matter of fact, it is astonishing how much
a haciendiero can get out of his Indians. It is rare
to find any gringo who can do as well.
There's a great knack to handling Indians and
one that comes far easier to some than to others,
depending on their natures. It is easy, and quite a
relief, to stand up to one's full height, trust in the
British Army, and explode with a paroxysm of
wrath. But of course that doesn't work at alL True,
an Indian might aggravate you intentionally once
in a while just to brighten up an otherwise dull
afternoon; but that is rare. The odds are he won't
connect your, to him, astonishing demonstration of
fury with any act of his own at all, and will possibly
commiserate with you in your anguish. Never-
theless, taken all in all he's a darned good fellow,
the Indian. I like him.
To my surprise, even here on this civilised river
the fear of the Aucas was not inconsiderable. I